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These QUESTIONS are

very interesting = so is the Story of
The CENTURY Prije Competition e

READ ABOUT IT

At an expense of thirty thousand dollars, The Century Co. lately instituted a public trial of The Cen- | sons were scattered all over the United States, and were from every wa!k of life. Thqugh many of them ‘h?d
tury Dictionary and Cyclopedia, and, as it afterward proved, of all other works of reference as well. - The  owned sets of The Century for some little time, yet the‘resul.t of working over the prize questions was toedis~
jury in this popular irial was made up of over six thousand intelligent men and women, all of whom participated | cover new uses for their books, and really learn for the first time what a brqad ﬁelc! of knowledge The Century
in one of the most interesting educational competitions ever conducted—**The Century Prize Competition.” covered. A search for the answers to these questjons equipped the competitors with just the sort of g,engral

One hundred and fifty questions were prepared for this contest. The topics selected covered matters | knowledge that gives interest to the conversation of a man of the world; they got the reputation ofvbeing
of “general information” rather than of a scholastic nature. The questions were drawn from every branch of “well-informed”; they acquired, also, a new pleasure in reading their newspapers and magazines.
knowledge; some were interesting to lawyers, some to doctors or clergymen, and again others were When the answers to these questions were all received they were carefully examined and scoredsaccord-
framed so as to teach something to the business man or mechanic. Nearly every branch of art, literatfre, his- | ing to their correctness, the first prize bzing awarded to Mr. C. H. Pay_ne. of the New York Bar; the secomd
tory and science was tovched upon. The questions dealt with many facts that every man, woman, boy and | prize to Mr. A. H. Sturtevant, farmer, of Jacksonville, lll.; the third prize to Mr. Herbert S. Brown, a stu.dent in
girl should know: they dealt, not with theoretical, but with practical knowledge. Answering them was not  Yale University, New Haven, Conn.; the fourth prize to_Mr. Theo. L. Frothingham, lawyer, New York Cityand
drudgery; it combined pleasure with mental exercise. Thus the whole series was made extremely inferesting  thirty-one other prizes to persons scattered over the United States. ' .
and instructive, as they were prepared with extreme care by experts, with a view to prove th: superiority of This, probably the most expensive and most remarkable public test that has ever been given to aspubli-+j
The Century as a question-answerer over all other reference works, cation, as stated above, cost the publishers about $30,000; but they fo_und that it was money well spent. It, has::

The public were then invited to answer these questions, basing their answers upon information contained — proved to the public that The Century Dictionary and Cyclopedia is a reference work without a rlval;. ‘that
in The Century Dictionary and Cyclopedia. A first prize of five hundred dollars, and thirty-four other | for the first time in the history of book-making there has been combined in one work the functions ofsmore

prizes, all of gold, were offered for the best sats of answers. More than twenty-two thousand persons responded f than a score of others. o |
to the invitation, of whom over six thousand really collaborated in the test of the work to the end.  These per- | Some of the one hundred and fifty questions and the answers used in this competition follow: q
4 |

38 of the 150 Questions. Partial List of the Answers.

10,~That in the strait of Bunda, 1988,

1 —In the book of Joshua we learn that atthe command of that leader “the sun 20,~Which of Shakspers’s plays wus fonnded on a romance by another writer put 1.-No, “Proventcd,”” in Pa. cxix, 147,08 usedin the senteo of “anticipated,” “'was
stood still.” I[n Pealmn CXIN. the psalmist <avs. 1 prevented the dawning of the lished only nine or ten yeara before the l*ll\"ﬂll‘ prodncadt - . ' earlier than 11,~Because from the complexity of the organ, the brain, when jreferred %din the
|;?:~. m'u# ] Dous this latter passage also refer to a miraculous interraption of the course wl'"r‘n-'_ What are the more freely macuiate la hual zones of thn solar photo To a limitation upon the number of cars allowed to be attached to the express senso of the understanding, {8 commonly spoken of in the plural. /
nre 1 8
‘ n‘.',— I biad to put the private car on the accommodation, because the ounly express 81.~0f what calamitons possibility dil the supporters of the Papama Canal scheme | trai 12.-=8ize, etrength, speed and bottom (endurance).
train going West was the Hmited,” To what sort of limitation does the phrase ““the lim- forewarn their compatitors at San Ju o del Norte? —~Both studicd medicine 13.—The centanary of the evacuation of the City of New York bytthe Britiadvtro:
tted" allude? 52.- What percentage, approxunately, of energy does a well-built dynamo lose 1o the | ; ) N ber 26th, 1783, after the treaty of and tad denonibet F
3,—What similarity is to be observed fn the mental training of two popu'sr writers process of converting motion into snrrent? | 4.—The entey of the German teyops into Paris, after the capitnlation of that city in on November 26th, 1783, @ peace ependen weemy Englan
of the day: Ibsen and Conan Doyle? 33,~ (@ None of the malons {3 ripe. (b None of the melons are ripe, Is (4 fanlty the Franco-Priissian war of 1370-71 and the Unitad States,
4 —~What octraordiusr: ceremonial procession took place in Paris on the fifty-sixth English? I« L) faulty Foglish' Faulty or not. what docs () means  Faulty or got, what Ky 4 : 14.—That the planing-machine in question planes both stfies of apiece offlumber at. 1
annivorsary of Nap leon’s landing st Cannes from Elba? does () mean? » =8ixty iuched, say b feel ok oteistion L
b.o—1f ten gillons of water were ponred inty a seven-inch pipe, how high wonld the per .
water rise in tue pipe’ 15.~Buccaneer
ti~When au a tor stands in the sceond O P, entrance, facing the centre of the stage, 16.—The earth’s equatorisl diameter e A8 §ta polar diametar by 48,468 Xometers,

{8 the prosceninin on s right or lorey

7 It & bird rose trom the Pontine marshes and flew due west until it reached longi-
tude 112 deg. 2o mmu W, near what body of water wonld it then be? _

K. -Which of the wasterpieces of the painter whose cult made Ruoskin's reputation
now hangs in Boston?

W= ar “His or anybody else’s gun " (b) “The sun’s heat or anybody else's.” Is (a)
grammatical or not?  Is (b grammatical or not?

10,=Woieh was the more destructive, the voleanic outhreak in the strait of Sunda,
1883, or thint @t Pompeid in the voar 79!

11 The plirase “cwdgel thy brains” occurs in “Hamlet.” What eharacteristio of the
brain stggeat s the usage: ‘brains” rather than “bran'?

12 -Nams the four chief results of the betterment of the Ryuidae by methodical
pelection,
1, ~What centonary excited enthusiaem in all parts of the United Btates and os-

NO CLAIMANT FOR THIS SPECIAL PRIZE.

A special prize of 8300 was offered to any person who could answer successfully 90 per cent (135 of the 150)
of these 150 questions without the aid ot The Century Dictionary and Cyclopedia, but using instead of it any ten
other works of reference

OQut of the 4,800 persons who tried for this special prize no one has yet succeeded in answering the 135 ques-
tions without using decidediy morc than ten books. it is of interest to know that amonyg the books most largely
used were:

i. #., 48 kilometers, 4 hectometers, 8 decametors and 4 meters,

17~ Aspeech in an exalted strain. (b) A silence on an island risinggbat 1 ttlee
above the lovel of the aea.

18, =Mortar i< not made of pure limestone, nor of any limestons, Whenaprepared
with lime msde from pure limeatone, it 18 unreliable for use in masonry under wader,

19, ~That the house was once s convent or monastery; that it is eituated on orenear & ‘
chain of hiils; that it is also near s brook and that the brook abounds in cresses. A

20,~In A. D. 24, when He was about 80 years old,

21.=No time at all.

22.~The Porteous Biots at Edinburgh,

A A Y Yols Vols.
acially in Now York in the lutter part of November, 18837 ) . ’ ' ~ . e 24.==To be willy, for th L1l rdi " "
PO A wuid you sather from 1o atatoiuwat that “this new planing machino The Encyclopedia Britannica (with Sup.), , . 20 | Wheeler’s Noted Names of Fiction, . . . S L T g . o SR 13 Miae TN, Vi S
veat n ACOSATHC WAY S perte & LU ’ . ’ -
= 1. pl'la.usxlg your ¢ purlurell from the ven ral subject of piracy, and recalling such ]O’IRSOH’S Cyclopedra. P & 4 & 4 ® e @ 8! [mperml Dxdlonary. e v e ¢ e e 8 e I 24.~Un Ballo ¢n Maachers, originally called Guatave I11.

practices e Lorcing captives to walk the plauk or marosning them, And your way toa
ponn. which, three hundred years ago, bronght to mind an houest industry, but whicl:
afterward became associated with the most horrid crimes,

10 —What 1= the approximats difference in kilometers between (1) the earth’s polar
diaweter atud 1) its e (natorial diamoter:

17 —(a Paraphrase. “A speech ina lofty key.”
low Iying key.'

1%, —~1% mortar made of pure limeatone reliable or unreliable when used in masonry
under water’

1. —~What four itenis of information can you gleau from the fact that an old English
country honse was natned Crossbeck Yoke Able?

20 —A cording to the generally accepted chronology of the life of Christ, in what
year did dis forinal teachings bezin?

2 Assuming that the sun's distance from the earth s exsotly ninety-three million
milea. how Long, approximately, does it take it attractive force to traverse that interval
and inflnence the carth's orbital motion

22 ~What riot occurring in 1734 was made the foundation for one of the movels of
the Wizard of the North

24, Which I8 the worse 10t

Standard Dictionary, + o o « « o« o o 2| Bartlet’s Familiar Quotations, . . . . 1 20.~Guns, —-ue engines for throwing missiles

.
- : ’ 4 20 ’ 20.~Greater, by 3,180,405, 1
International Cyclopedia, . . . . . . . 15| Haydn’s Dictionary of Dates or Harper’s Book 27,~H's “Knight of Malta.” Fletcher, Massinger and another wrote “The Knighteof ;
papiaraig et i History for Ready Reference, . . . . . 5| of Facls, . . .« . . . . .+ . 1 Malta,” Vefors 1319,
Grove's Didionary Of MuSl'C, % eiks e 2 Scfmffs Hxsfory Of the Eng[:sh Cﬁurrb, o e [ o 23—::-191‘)(:;11.;1-‘1[1!. og?ndm:lu-r( Hm;n:l 1L, was drowned at the instigstion of
Earth and Its Inhabitants, . . . . . . . 19| Webster’s International Dictionary, . . . . _ 1 b -7 s - gt Kb e i ,C,;'::,':,f‘,’,;‘,';"fn":h?;:::",o",'h“n"‘, ’
Allibone’s Didiond")’ Of Authors, . . . . 51 TOTAL Number Of Volumes, . . . . . 100 don. The accounts of the fate of both restupon tradition ratherthan certain knowl.
o . . X ; = ) T PR oy . edge
This offer was made in order to invite comparison between The Century Dictionary and Cyclopedia and other 20.—"As You Like It,” founded on Thomas Lodge's ""Rosalynde, or Fuphues® Golden,
works. Any dictionary or cyclopedia, or other work containing any number of volumes might be used and counted Legacy."
e A gl ¢ 40,~The zones from 15 to 20 degrees of solar latitnds,
\ S,
as one of the ten work #1.—-0f the possibility of the fnjury, by earthquakes or volcanio eruptions, of they, |
canal which it was proposed to constraot from 8an Juan del Norte, across Nicaragus, tedly
34.~Which ayllabla of the pame of the author of th navel “Criima and Punishment” ~—0On his left, e f':llllc‘";:;Frn.r‘lan( or less, !

a
takes tha stross’ | T.~0Uver the trreat Balt Lake \
35 —~1f % man travelled westwurd unswervingly from Poking, what oty possessing Shin, b 3, W. M. Tarnsr 28, ~Neither (a) por (D) is faulty. The meaning of both phrases is the same,~that 4
vould he en SR, ’ . : not one of the melons 18 ripe. i

to ba gilly or foolish?

24,01 which oncamong Vordi's oporas was the title changed becanse of a erime
which was committed while the relear«als were in progress?

25 —Which first found use in Englsnd, guns or guupowder?

26, —1f the popnlation in Chicag » in 1wl had beet double its population in 1800,
and it continied to grow at that rate, would 1ty popnlation in 1863 have been greater

more than a m:llion, aul less than & nulliion and a has f inhabitants, R.==The Slave

or less than was the population of Greater London in 18917 countar? 5 Po-(a 1s not fandty. (b is faulty, since it uses the three worde “any body else" P The third viz: Dos ¢ ’
7 9 one y d I o 3 y ” o o PN GWNOPr O $n *an ey 1 , K .- v ' " s
ph;.{‘. Which rn~ of Tit:an's pictures bears nearly the same title as & 17th century g;.«&%:lxnn;::* lu.xrl.lll'z).":- ::‘r":”:rm:.f\. v ‘\ll '\‘ n.‘ A aquivalent to “auy other bodg™) a8 e unit attaching the possessive su‘fiz to the whole ¢ l‘h:‘luleyl‘p':: P(:-.nnr:u:l:::l’
- e algniticance o L 1<hant of the rical charae 2 ; 85, - . his, ..
25 ~What (4) was the manner of death of the grandson of Hyreanns II. and ter represented by Mie, Duse fn Peliico’s it cowtury traged ! phrase, as it ithal been compowe L of the pronoun, auybody, with «lse, as in ). Tho 88 —~Fortwinty years—{rom 1708 tn 1814,
(by which oue ofthe conspirntors who struggled azainst Kdward IV, died under the SR, What are the threo primary chata‘teristics of . god boll e for an ocean nse of < else nthe senso of “other,” in this phrase, 18 also neiegant, If not strictly 87.~Bad head.
same conditious? steaer? incorrect, % =Compactness, efiactive steaming capacity and economy in consumption of fuel,

{ | LETTERS FROM THE PRIZE-WINNERS. )

The following letters were all written before the results of the Competition were published, and are, therefore, doubly interesting in that they show that the writers had not regretted the time spent on the papers, whether they should win prizes or not : i

CAPTURED FIRST PRIZE.
Mr. C. H. Payne, of the New York Bar, awarded $500 in Gold.

Office of C. H. PAYNE, Attorney-at-Law,
154 Tiwmes Building, New York,
THE CENTURY CO —Asa practical book of retor nce upon «(uestions of all kinds,

WON FIFTH PRIZE.

Letter from a Railroad Man who was awarded $25.

' Ofice of BALTIMORE AND OHTO SOUTHWFESTERN RY, 0,
Cinetunati, (
| THE CENTURY €O,

NO DUSTER NEEDED
How a Prize-winner kept the Books Clean

2 Dupont Cirele, Washington, D. (.
THE CENTURY €O

|
Mothing eonld have beenu planned to teah one how to use The Century

A MINE OF WEALTH

Mr. Holliday, of St. Louis, learned how to Extract
Metals from this Mine,

Law Office of Joseph G. Holliday,

the Prcdomq;"‘

405 Oltve 5t Koom 1. 8t, Lonis g

The eonstant usa of The Century Dictionary and Cyloped aduring the 1M tim .

. & : 3 . : s : . = - > an'd Cyclopedia better than giving ont these guestions in this interestin THE CENTURY Co,
The Century Dictionary aud Cyclopedia is adisirable, 1 have consulted it frequantly, racent prize competition has only contrmed the high estiosts I tormed its - alue price competitton. We bandled every volumo many times and aleeady feel 1t 1s an ol GENTI F\lt’.N I entered this contest primaniy with the id f o i
sinee [ owned it, on s great variety of poiuts, to answer (uestions about the m-aning when irs volumes tiest catie i successive nstalments fron ross il ¥ Loacd LKoo triod and trie one nsult it constantly some entertainiuent for my leisure moments, aud  with \'rr\'y‘n'lq- "' L, ?‘(‘T' ‘r}";"“n‘ d r
of words, about dates, historical events and persons. abmt a great variety of things it the tost m‘hul,.‘rl\' refer nee wi owlithe 1 A t O conrse one other reforen ke, of which we have many, gathered dust, and fonnd mwong the prize-winners ' ol pretaiion vt baing b \
which I have come across 1n reading, in conversation, orn everyday 1ife, and I have | .h‘r?l:‘)r:“.tl‘.{:l”:“p:f If-“-‘.lx"f»;‘:‘lvl‘ t : | Ll A ? .' l‘n e e " IL‘I"' ‘n‘ :'l: I.NI“\‘"I"I:IJ' : Tl 1I‘I l“ﬂl'l \t»‘lxl"ll;“;!.‘l\\' wl‘l”;““ }nllll'xln(lulllA':::"‘lllI “m hnn"'“»tl‘n'” I!‘v‘:l {h‘f “"v“ l‘r“““{ SanTes from entating this contun Hes, Botig the addi. ¥ j
pever failed to get from it o tull, elear. compact and satisfactory explanation of what international fame. [ matters of oty 1 | P tl N the mnnrmn.luuTvl“m;pr:~\lv":\l‘zl;?;:'e]iri.}-:r;|:::j 'Qr;;u'i"x".’q".!“”" Bt |‘-“§'M”' s g L IO
1 wantad to know The clear arrangement of the matter under the vasous heads and complete, while in spelling aud pronunewtion it has from t 4 b ' | the M aghter has w ed neariv all the answers so well that her father, impressod pedin s Indead aomine of wealth, butin the experien lc_- v “\:-“1"’ ))‘ saustyana esie §
the fullpess of the cross-referen o8 are very uscful features of the work, standard anthorit: with tho bonetit auch rasearch would be to her all her lfe, has promised to double of extra ting the precions metals from this mine  his avxkl-‘rx-‘<:- 'n bar Proper uisthody 4

The Competition hns certaiily taight me agood dedd both abont the use of the work The prize competition will unnestionably have a widoad tional it uer il whatover prize she tiny win, She hos boen for many years and 12 now s St. Nicholas Insight foto the thorough manner né the rom ‘n.c-v.-; nl'n'.-I : "l-l aned oun withan 9
and aboit various matters tonched on by the questions, and it has (mpressed mo prove instrumental in fuspleime & love of (ol atd dovel ping powo s et girh and won o third prize fn one of the contests of that magasine, honorably mention in and earofol co-0pAPAtion betWeon ite vavious dupartaents. o 'lm" {: 804 the arorste .3 |
greatly with the Lreadth of the tield covered and the vast tund of intormation contained and precise expresston  Toomany a houscliold, too, by partioapation an ths t, wiotner. w'l of whith, huwever, stituulated her to strive for $his one, over which she the future use of the work, and m““”“ .rh'“l of o5 il'.-nf i l‘ln i :’ mvaluatis in &
m it ) thers has doubtless resalte | A vast accossion of positive knowie e and nEpe bl Lias spent many hours what you are after under one head vou are v«ryI:‘ure to ,(h';' ':-.y r‘l‘tl FOU ¢o nak pnd

T have never made a pnrchase with which T was better satisfiod, revelation of the intellectnal treastures that the groatest rfero ¢ With maay thanks for the pleasure you have afforded ns, refeienco to the proper heading, Yonrs thaly SYRSSBER WA B HREETT OF S

. H. PAYNE. tiins . WILBC i = MRS, ANSON MILLS ' 4

JOSEPH G, HOLLIDAY,

The Century Takes the Place of
Other Works.

Here 1s a list of some special works which it has superseded : pET)
1—An Encyelopedia of Common Things, with 7,687 illustrations of birds, animals, plants, build- -
ings, tools, machines, musical instruments, statues, etc. .
[ ] e
-

Thirty The Edition for 1900, complete in Ten Massive | "

Volumes, can be bought at

HALF PRICE

Z.J—A Complete Defining Dictionary.
3—A complete Atlas of the World, containing the most perfect and beautiful maps ever published,

4-—A Biographical Cyclopedia, giving an account of every person of impertance, from Adam down,

5—A Gazetteer o the World, including nearly 200,000 geographical names.

6-—A complete Pronouncing Cyclopedia ot Proper Names, 0 h M‘]Ii D l

‘velonedia of orie 0 io » 1at 1 . m :

A G o gl nfomain, ot s ot ke, oo during the Million-Dollar Sale of “The

8§—-A %,,-‘.npm]! a of Commerce, l-’;n;u;r'er. Blnnkmu. Insurance. C 1] -

9—A Practical Cvclopedia of Arts an S. t t th W k St

A 10--A (‘::Jn ;:-vluimtn '1 t I.rlg::l I"Yr;',:,r '\vr}{,ar‘t;‘r':nres to cases. en ury a' e anamaﬂ er Oreo Oln
11—A Compendium of Scientihc Terms, giving the result of the very latest research and thought
in every department of science, such as botany, pgeology, zoology, biology, mineralogy, the Wanamaker Century Club (entrance
b s

if’i : C‘Jlrxi;v'-'zgxa:xn of Theological Terms, : f $ 1 d # 2 p
, —A Cyclopedia of Medicine, Surgery, Physiolozy, Anatomy. th h lf I
| 1k St Mt fryey P, e ee $1) and the half-price privilege is
B 15-A g mpendium of I'rr:n';“n I'.xx;{;n}r‘crvr\g. Th h s ’

16—A Complete Glossary « slectrical Terms, '

17-—-A C‘\."NI‘";‘('V‘Z‘.: “:i.:r{m‘-li arrk.: nll.‘;;yrr'x:m<ythnlogv, sculpture, ceramics, lacquer work, enamel, yours’ e purc ase IS Completed 4

embroideries, heraldry, armor and dress—all beautifully illustrated. I ’ l . 1. ‘

‘8-—}{' dhook of Architectural Terms, — t ] hl
o 1" A:nﬂs'z nor : D::h‘ur:w, ~.:u}: definitions and illustrations of constellations, etc. ’ elsure Y ln l t e mont Y pay- Corner
' 20-—Dictionary of Music.

" 4 21—-A "-Tln':;l::v of Quotations, familiar and unfamiliar—about 300,000, ‘

22— A Glossary of Abbreviations, in alphabetical order. Not a haphazard list at end of dictionary. nd fi'l in the blank an
23-—A Dictionary of Philology and i-",!j.mo!ugy, showing the history of words more fully than any S— Qo oft and fil 4

»
Y
he mail it to-day to
< JOHN WANAMAKER
°€ NEW YORK CITY
*» You may send me illustrated booklet of
9 specimen pages of The Century Diction-
ary and Cyclopedia and Atlas, including
sample map, and terms of purchase and de-
scription of the bindings to aid me in my choice.

other work. T

{ 24— A Standard of Spelling and Fronunciation,

| 25—A Complete Collection of Synonyms,

\ B 26—A Handbook of Names in Fiction, Poetry and Drama.

27—A Standard Dictionary ot Technical and Mechanical Terms, measures, coins, tools, machines,
etc., richly illustrated,

28-—A Handbook of Lierature, giving the names and descriptions of all well-known books, plays,

ems, oneras,

29—A Bible Dictionary
named,

30—A Handbook of Popular Names and Nicknames, as ‘‘NutmegV' State for Connecticut, ‘‘Boz"
for Dickens, “‘Maid of Orleans' for Joan of Arc, the ‘‘Rail-Splitter’’ for Lincoln,

10 Volumes contain over 3,500 pages,
150,000 Encyclopedic Articles,
500,000 Encyclopedic Definitions,
300,000 Quotations,
200,000 Indexed Geographical Entries, G

8,000 Superb Illustrations,

310 Maps—in colors.

$1,500,000 was spent in producing the first szt of 10 volumes.
$5,000,000 worth, at retail, sold already in this country alone.
$150,000 worth sold in England during the first 30days of sale.

Jjoiy WANAMAKE ADDRESS

NEW YORK.

é ments that only figure about
=

e[|

Tells of the ditferent books of the Bible, as well as all places and persons

a day.

NAME
ADDRESS

This Coupon
enables you to

SAVE FROM $37 TO $89.




